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CONFIDENTIAL GENEVA 00948 

RW MESSAGE NO. 4 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARMURUS 

SUBJECT: US-USSR ARMS CONTROL WORKING GROUP ON RADIOLO- 
GICAL WEAPONS AND NEW WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION 

REF.: A. STATE 13981 (NOTAL), B. GENEVA 607 (NOTAL) 

1 . PRIOR TO JANUARY 20 MEETING ON CHEMICAL WEAPONS (CW). 
AMBASSADOR FISHER (HEAD OF US DEL) SPOKE WITH AMBASSADOR 
LIKHATCHEV (HEAD OF SOVIET DEL) ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY 

OF FURTHER WORK ON A JOINT INITIATIVE DEALING WITH 
RADIOLOGICAL WEAPONS. FISHER SAID THAT HE HAD REPORTED 
TO WASHINGTON THE SOVIET PROPOSAL THAT ANOTHER ROUND OF 
TALKS ON MASS DESTRUCTION WEAPONS (MDW) INCLUDING 
RADIOLOGICAL WEAPONS (RW) BE HELD DURING THE CURRENT 
ROUND OF CW NEGOTIATIONS. FISHER REPORTED THAT THE US 
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IS NOT PREPARED TO START ANOTHER ROUND OF RW NEGOTIATIONS 
UNLESS IT IS CLEAR THAT THE REDUCED BLAST/ENHANCED 
RADIATION (RB/ER) WEAPON. WHICH THE SOVIETS REFERRED 
TO AS A NEUTRON WEAPON, IS EXCLUDED FROM THE DEFINITION 
OF RW. 

2. LIKHATCHEV RESPONDED THAT THE SOVIET POSITION WOULD BE 
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REVEALED IN THE COURSE OF NEGOTIATIONS ON MDW/RW AND 
THAT IT WAS IMPROPER FOR THE US SIDE TO PLACE PRECON- 
DITIONS ON SUCH NEGOTIATIONS. 

3. FISHER SAID THAT THE PREVIOUS WORK ON A POSSIBLE RW 
JOINT INITIATIVE HAD BEEN CARRIED OUT ON THE UNDER- 
STANDING THAT NUCLEAR EXPLOSIVES WERE OUTSIDE THE SCOPE 
OF RW. HE NOTED THAT WHEN THE SOVIET SIDE PROPOSED 
LATE IN THE NEGOTIATIONS TO INCLUDE WITHIN THE RW 
PROHIBITION RB/ER WEAPONS, WHICH THE SOVIETS REFER TO 

AS NEUTRON WEAPONS, THIS CHANGED THE BASIS FOR THE 
NEGOTIATIONS SINCE THESE ARE A TYPE OF NUCLEAR WEAPON. 
FISHER SAID THAT THE US SIDE IS WILLING TO MEET WITH 
THE SOVIET SIDE ON RW TO DETERMINE IF THE BASIS FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS HAS BEEN RESTORED. IF DURING THE COURSE 
OF SUCH PRELIMINARY DISCUSSIONS IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT 
THERE IS A BASIS FOR FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS, THEN THE US 
SIDE WOULD BE PREPARED TO CONSIDER STARTING A NEW ROUND 
IN THE RW NEGOTIATIONS. HE SAID THAT IT WOULD BE MORE 
APPROPRIATE TO CHARACTERIZE THE US POSITION AS A 
PRACTICAL APPROACH RATHER THAN A PRECONDITION. 

4. LIKHATCHENV INDICATED THAT THE US POSITION WOULD BE 
CONSIDERED. 

5. COMMENT: IT IS CLEAR THAT LIKHATCHEV FEELS UNDER 
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PRESSURE TO GET ANOTHER RW ROUND STARTED. WE HAVE HAD 
FURTHER INDICATIONS FROM THE SOVIET DEL THAT THEY ARE 
PREPARED TO DROP THE NEUTRON WEAPON FROM RW, AND 
LIKHATCHEV MAY HAVE PLANNED TO USE THIS AS A BARGAINING 
CHIP IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. HOWEVER, THE US POSITION IN 
EFFECT NEGATES THE BARGAINING VALUE OF A CHANGE IN THE 
SOVIET POSITION. IF THE SOVIET SIDE DOES DECIDE TO 
DROP THE NEUTRON WEAPON ISSUE IN THE CONTEXT OF RW IN 
ORDER TO GET THE NEGOTIATIONS STARTED, THEY WILL PRO- 
BABLY ELECT TO PURSUE THE ISSUE OF THE SO-CALLED NEUTRON 
BOMB UNDER SOME OTHER RUBRIC. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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